1 Joseph Adams (1756 Adams ( -1818 Texts and Documents tion on the continent than we have in this country that gave birth to its discovery that in many of their large cities and in wide extended districts the smallpox is already entirely exterminated. The same may be said in all the populous parts of America and in most of our settlements in the East Indies.4 I still continue to flatter myself that Parliament will by some means or other exert its wisdom and humanity in giving its sanction to a plan for staying this horrid pestilence in our own country, a pestilence which I should find no difficulty in proving in a direct or indirect way, sent annually at least an hundred thousand of his Majesties subjects prematurely to the grave.5 We bar our doors against the intrusion of foreign plagues in the strongest manner by the laws of quarantine and yet suffer this to remain among us unmolested. We see, as it were, our house on fire, and with buckets in our hands stand idly gazing at the flames. For God's sake, my dear Sir, as a member of the British Senate, think of this. Pray pardon the liberty I have taken.
I have the honour to be, 
